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The President’s Message - Madeleine Nevins
People were smiling as we arrived
for our first class in the new facilities
on September seventh of this year. It
was a beautiful fall day and everything was shiny and new. We were
in awe walking into the splendid new
lecture rooms which were both
roomy and bright. Except for a few
minor problems we are enjoying the
new rooms immensely.
The Board of Directors is also
pleased to announce that
we have been able to
decrease our waiting list
thanks to the hard work
of our Registration
Committee. We have
added 72 new members
to our fall classes and
121 new members to our
winter classes. We
would like to extend a
warm welcome to all the
newcomers.
Thanks to the diligence
of our Program Committee we are offering a
variety of courses:
I have lived in Toronto most of my
life and had no idea the city had such
interesting origins. David Crombie’s
humorous anecdotes have added to
our enjoyment of Toronto: Made
for the 21st Century.
Members in Mike Daley’s Popular
Culture and the Mass Media class

are passionate about the cultural outcomes taking place in society. The
Arab Spring and the Formation of
the Modern Middle East course has
opened our eyes to the result of the
multi-level changes taking place in
the Middle East. The Survey of
World Religions is offering a compare/contrast perspective of the religions which influence our world today. The Contemporary Novels
course has offered insight into international
books which we are
reading with enthusiasm.
We will be opening up
our wait lists once
again in the new term
and we will be accepting new members.
Increased capacity is a
topic often discussed
by our Long Range
Planning Committee.
Watch for further information as to how to
apply through class announcements
and on our website.
We are very fortunate to have some
especially enterprising members involved in many activities in the city
and thanks to them we continue to
receive suggestions for interesting
speakers and topics. Your input has
been invaluable. Thank you.

Changing The Guard

As I am often told, the members of
the Board look like they are having a
good time volunteering. We are an
active Board from many different
backgrounds and we enjoy working
on such a well-organized, auspicious
Board of Directors. Bill Toyne and
his Nominating Committee will be
seeking new candidates for next
year. Please give a position on the
Board some thought and enjoy your
courses this year.

Madeleine Nevins, November 2012

Bill Toyne

March 2012

Officers for 2012/2013
President*
Madeleine Nevins
Vice President*
Carole Langford
Past President*
Bill Toyne
Secretary*
Bob Jenkins
Chair of Finance*
Colin Graham
Treasurer
Carole Langford
Registrar*
Ann McKibbon
Associate Registrar
Anne Gilbert
Program Director* Bob McElhinney
Assoc. Program Director Joan Briant
(*Executive Committee Members)

Each year we say goodbye to some of our directors and welcome new ones to the Board. This year we said
farewell to Robin Barfoot, Pat Brodie, Dan Damov, Craig Fuller, Rob Metcalf and Alan Morson. All
made significant contributions to the smooth functioning of LLIR and we thank them. In their place we
welcome Mike Antoniades - a retired information technology professional, Berit Dullerud - a retired
administrator in the field of mental health and addictions, Norbert Hartmann - a retired administrator in
education, Mary Lou Rankine - a retired high school history teacher, Bill Rosenitsch - a retired logistician in the hospital field, and Jane Sims - a retired educator.
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Our 2012 Fall Season Course Directors
Here is a little information on our
five Course Directors - the people
who are keeping our brains from
aging.
You can also read about them on
our website at www.llir.ca.
David Crombie, the Course Director for Toronto: Made for the 21st
Century, lectured on politics and urban affairs at Ryerson in the 1960’s,
got involved in the urban reform
movement, and was mayor of Toronto from 1972-78. He then moved to
federal politics where he held several
important Cabinet positions such as
Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs.
In 1988 he left elected office and
became head of the Royal Commission on the
Future of the
Toronto Waterfront. Since
then he has
continued to be
involved in
urban issues.
For example,
he recently
retired as CEO
of the Canadian Urban Institute and is currently Chair of the Toronto Lands
Corporation.
David has received many welldeserved honours such as honorary
degrees from the University of Toronto, the University of Waterloo
and Seneca College. In 2004 he was
appointed an Officer of the Order of
Canada and in 2012 he was made a
member of the Order of Ontario.
Mike Daley, the Course Director for
Popular Culture and the Mass Media, holds a PhD in Music from York
University. In fact he received a
York Thesis Prize for his acclaimed
study of Bob Dylan’s voice. He has
taught at Guelph, McMaster, Waterloo and York Universities. He is also
a popular lecturer with later-life
learners at Glendon, Innis and
George Brown Colleges.
Dr. Daley has published scholarly

articles on American popular music
in international journals and
presented at
academic conferences in
Europe and
North America. As a music
producer with
CBC Radio he
wrote scripts
and programmed music for national shows.
As a musician he has toured the
United States and Canada with Jeff
Healey, the Travellers and others,
and appeared on many recordings as
a guitarist and singer. Mike also
leads tours for music lovers to cities
such as New York and New Orleans.
Thabit A. J. Abdullah is an Associate Professor of History at York University. He grew up in Iraq and came
to the United States to attend university. He received his PhD in Middle
East History from Georgetown University in Washington DC in 1992.
Before coming to York in 1999 he
held several posts including one at
the American University in Cairo.
His research focuses on medieval
Iraq, but he has also published several works dealing with modern Iraq.
The most recent are “Dictatorship,
Imperialism and Chaos: Iraq Since
1989” and “A Short History of Iraq:
From 636 to
the Present”.
Dr. Abdullah
is also a regular guest on a
number of
television and
radio programs both in
Canada and
the United
States. Programs include
the PBS’s Newshour, CBC’s Newsworld, TVO’s The Agenda and
NPR’s Marc Steiner Show. It is no
surprise that LLIR is delighted to
have him as the Course Director for
The Arab Spring And The Formation
Of The Modern Middle East.

JW Windland, the Course Director
for Survey of World Religions, is a
comparative mythologist and the
founder of the Encounter World Religions Centre. The Centre is an internationally recognized educational
organization designated as a “Gift of
Service to the World” by the Parliament of World Religions.
JW has more than forty years experience in the study, teaching and firsthand encounter of world religions.
As well as an academic background
in religious studies, he has genuine
friendships with practitioners, joins
in their rituals and has introduced
many people to the distilled wisdom
of diverse faith communities in the
North American mosaic.
He lectures internationally to universities, religious groups, and service
and professional organizations. The
members of his LLIR class are happy that he
journeys from
Guelph
each week to
increase their
religious
(Continued on
Page 3)
(Course Directors - Cont.)

literacy
and
their appreciation of reli
gious diversity.
Anthony Hopkins, the Course Director for Contemporary Novels, is
Associate Professor Emeritus of the
Department of English at Glendon
College. He has a BA and MA from
the University of British Columbia
and has taught courses on Literary

! Volunteers !
We want to thank all those volunteers
who help our Course Chairs and
Course Directors in making the lectures as enjoyable as possible. If you
have never volunteered for Attendance, AV, or Thanking a Speaker,
you might want to consider it next
term. You will meet more people and
feel more involved.
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Texts, Canadian Literature, 20 Century British Literature and a Humanities Course titled “Prisoners, Penitents,
Postulants”.
His publications include “An Outline
of the Plays of Edward Albee” and
“Songs from the Front and Rear: Canadian Servicemen’s Songs of World
War II”. He has also written articles
and conference papers on television
and film as popular culture.
Post retirement he has participated in
Glendon College’s brownbag research
speakers’ series
in which a faculty member talks
about his or her
research. Anthony’s presentation
was
“Architecture
and Politics
Make Strange
Cellmates: The
design evolution
of the (Old) Don
Jail”.

Your LLIR Board
From the left: Bill Toyne, Gaylen Racine, Norbert Hartmann, Carole Langford, Bob
McElhinney, Bill Rosenitsch, Scott Rogers, Mike Antoniades, Peter Stille, Margaret
McGovern, Dick Cousland, Jane Sims, Mary Lou Rankine, Anne Gilbert, Ann McKibbon, Naomi St. John, Gail Carson, Colin Graham, Madeleine Nevins, Berit Dullerud,
Bob Jenkins, Joan Briant, Karen Edson.

LLIR’s Mission Statement and Values

This term we had several new members join LLIR. For them, and also as a reminder to existing members, here is a repeat of our Mission Statement and
Values.

Most of the Photos used in this Newsletter were taken by our Resident AV
Director, Gaylen Racine. He is certainly
a “dab-hand” with the camera and all
things technical, including our website.
Note from an LLIR “Newbie”
The Arab Spring is my first course at
LLIR and I am highly impressed with
the quality of the professor, Thabit Abdullah and the course content. My initial
concerns that the material being presented would be “over my head” were
quickly dismissed, and I found each
session to be spellbinding. It certainly
has given me an appreciation for the
complexity of the Middle East and the
outbreaks of the Arab Spring uprisings.
I am looking forward to enrolling in
more LLIR courses of this calibre.
Elviera Mueller

********************************
The following Mission Statement and Values for LLIR were
approved by the Board of Directors
********************************
Our Vision
To be a leading Third Age Learning organization providing academic opportunities that meet the learning needs
of the increasing number of retired adults.
Our Mission

To plan, direct and manage excellent academic programs for the education and pleasure of retired adults.

Our Values

In providing service to our members, the following values represent the elements that we are committed to
preserving and enhancing as LLIR moves forward to
meet future challenges and opportunities. In effect,
these core values also become the base criteria for
evaluating future decisions and initiatives.

 Learning and its contribution to the quality of life for retired adults
 Program and course quality
 Accessible and affordable courses
 Professional organization of classes and administrative procedures
 A warm and caring atmosphere that is conducive to learning
 A spirit of community that recognizes our members’ social interests
 Our relationships with Glendon College, its students, faculty and staff
 A committed, active volunteer Board of Directors
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The Centre of Excellence
Well we watched it go up and contended with puddles and potholes
during construction, but now we can
finally enjoy the new building on the
Glendon Campus. It is referred to as
the Centre of Excellence because the
province designated Glendon the
Centre of Excellence for Frenchlanguage and Bilingual Postsecondary Education in Southern Ontario
and provided $20 million to finance

the project.
The architect is Renée Daoust and
she has designed a building of informal elegance enhanced by
Glendon’s natural setting. During
the daytime the extensive use of
glass brings the outside world in. At
night the effect is reversed and the
interior shines out to those passing
by.
Of the new rooms, LLIR is using the
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The Friends of Glendon
The members of
LLIR have once again
shown themselves to
be very generous supporters of the Friends
of Glendon. In the
2011-12 season a remarkable $26,748
was raised and donated to help provide emergency loans, textbook
vouchers, scholarships and bursaries
for students with financial needs.
As the following note from a student
indicates, this assistance is much
appreciated. “Please accept my most
sincere and heartfelt thanks for the
good work that you do for me and
my fellow students … It means a
great deal to me and I hope that my
studies reflect your generosity. Merci beaucoup!”
This year there is an additional opportunity to contribute to Friends of
Glendon. The removal of the penny
from circulation has inspired Friends
of Glendon to hold a penny drive.
The goal is $1,500 (150,000 pennies) or more, for bursaries. So,
check pockets, the bottoms of purses
and backpacks, and under sofa cushions, and bring those pennies to
class. There will be a container in
each classroom to deposit them. It
makes lots of “cents”.

Karen Edson

LLIR Convenor, Friends of Glendon

Bravo!
Two members of
LLIR, Audrey King
and Priscilla Cole,
have each recently
been awarded a
Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee
Medal. The medal recognizes Canadians who have made a significant
contribution to their community.
As a writer, speaker and advocate on
disability issues, Audrey has championed the integration of persons
with disabilities into society. Among
her accomplishments she established the Toronto-Peel PostPolio Group, the
first post-polio
program in Canada, and founded
a consumer organization for
people who use
ventilators.
Priscilla has been a volunteer and
spokesperson with Osteoporosis
Canada for many years. In 2004 she
and three other friends with osteoporosis founded the Canadian Osteoporosis Patient Network (COPN).
COPN educates, empowers and supports those living
with and/or affected by osteoporosis.
Congratulations
Audrey and
Priscilla on your
well-deserved
medals.

Heard in the Hall
amphitheatre which seats about 250
and a smaller classroom on the lower level which can accommodate
about 125 people. As with all new
buildings there is a period of settling
in and ironing out the glitches. Each
of us is also developing new routines - choosing a favourite seat,
deciding whether to go to Tim Hortons or take a longer walk to the cafeteria for coffee. All in all, it’s kind
of exciting.

Are the pennies collected in the
Religion Course “Pennies from
Heaven”?

Glendon IT - Thanks for your Help
This term brought on stream two auditoria (ums?) in the new building. As expected there were a number of Audio-Visual issues to overcome and Gaylen’s
AV team held their collective breaths more than once as they pushed unfamiliar buttons and switches. However, with help from the Glendon IT department
(the guys and girls who man that little window down the corridor), problems
were surprisingly few. Thanks for all the help they gave us. By the way,
I heard some good feedback (no pun intended) about the new microphone we
acquired for David Crombie’s lectures.
R.B.

