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The President’s Message - Bill Toyne 

The parking is impossible, there 
are pot holes in the walkway, so 
why am I sitting here smiling? 
The answer lies in the great pro-
grams that have been put together 
this year, especially our mem-
bers’ participation. 
As a member of the 
LLIR Board, I can 
only sit in on a class 
when there are 
empty seats. It has 
been disappointing 
personally to have 
m i s s e d  s o m e 
classes because 
they were full. It is 
equally rewarding 
as your President to 
observe our mem-
bers’ participation 
particularly in the 
question/discussion periods. 
When I have been able to join a 
class, I have learned much on a 
variety of subjects. Did you know 
you can create an absorbing 
dance performed while sitting in a 
chair? Did you know that the 
internet can provide a current pic-
ture of Toronto’s night sky? Have 
you ever observed a Japanese Tea 
Ceremony through the eyes of a 
teenager?  
All of this thanks to you, our 
members, for your suggestions 
about topics on which we can 
base a course. Yes, there is much 

work between reading your sug-
gestions and delivering a course, 
but it is your suggestions that 
drive the process. We thank you 
for that. Please continue to chal-
lenge us with your suggestions, 

both topics and 
speakers. 
Our membership 
has grown. We are 
challenged with a 
Wait List. There is 
an opportunity to 
use new lecture 
halls in the new 
building currently 
under construction. 
All of this means 
additional work for 
your Board. I thank 
them for their co-
operative spirit and 

the hours they put in on your be-
half. Our policy is to limit partici-
pation on the Board to two, three-
year terms. Margaret McGovern, 
as Past President, is responsible 
to recruit replacements for retir-
ing Directors. If you would like to 
support LLIR, please contact 
Margaret or any of us on the 
Board. Participating on the LLIR 
Board will give you the opportu-
nity to work with a great group of 
people with skills, ideas and an 
appreciation that the best results 
can be achieved while having fun. 

Bill Toyne  November 2011 

 

 

Changing The Guard 
 
  

Each year we say goodbye to some 
of our directors and welcome new 
ones to the LLIR Board. This year 
we said farewell to Nancy 

Christie, Don Fleming, Mary 

Ham, Janet Henley and Jean 

Hughes. They all contributed 
greatly to the smooth functioning of 
LLIR and we thank them. In their 
place we welcome Gail Carson - a 
retired nursing administrator spe-
cializing in geriatrics, Colin Gra-

ham - a retired financial executive, 
Gaylen Racine - a retired chemical 
engineer and manager for a major 
oil company, and Naomi St. John - 
a retired national special events co-
ordinator in the retail field. 

Three members of the current LLIR 
Board who missed the group photo - 
Bob Jenkins, Al Morson and Made-
leine Nevins. For the other Board 
Members, see the back page ---> 
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Our 2011 Fall Season Course Directors 

As usual, we thought members 
would like to know a little about the 
backgrounds of this term’s Course 
Directors.   

Rick Phillips, the Course Director 
for 12 Classical Masterpieces That 

Changed Music, has a B.Mus. from 
McGill University and a M.Mus. 
from the University of Toronto. He 
began his career as a freelance music 
program producer at CBC Montreal 
in the late 1970’s. This led to assign-
ments in Edmonton, Calgary and 
Toronto and an affiliation with CBC 
Radio for 30 years which spanned 
production, management and being 
on-air. For example, he was inti-
mately involved in the planning and 
design of CBC’s Toronto Broadcast-
ing Centre, including the Glenn 
Gould Studio. Many of us know him 
from the 14 years that he was the 
host and producer of SOUND AD-
VICE, the popular weekly guide to 
classical music and recordings heard 

a c r o s s 
C a n a d a 
e v e r y 
weekend.  
In addi-
tion to 
broadcast-
ing and 
web cas t -
ing, Rick 
is a free-
l a n c e 
writer and 
reviewer, 

lecturer, panel moderator, consultant, 
musical tour guide and concert host. 
He’s often a juror in the classical 
music categories for the Juno 
Awards and also the author of “The 

Essential Classical Recordings - 101 

CD’s”. His interest in the adult/
continuing education field of classi-
cal music has resulted in Rick lead-
ing a variety of Music History and 
Appreciation courses. Thankfully 
one of the venues for these courses is 
LLIR! 

Momo Kano Podolsky, the Course 
Director for Japan, A Land of Para-

doxes: An Insider’s Perspective, was 
born in Kobe, Japan, but, due to her 
father’s occupation, spent much of 
her childhood in England and 
France. She returned to Japan for 
High School 
and her B.A. 
and M.A. de-
grees in Soci-
ology. Then in 
1987 she came 
to Canada 
where she 
earned a Ph.D. 
in Sociology at the University of 
Toronto and met and married her 
Canadian husband. They moved 
back to Japan where she was an As-
sociate Professor at Kyoto Women’s 
University from 2001-2008. 
Momo returned to live in Canada in 

2007 and is cur-
rently Program Ad-
ministrator of the R. 
F. Harney Program 
in Ethnic, Immigra-
tion and Pluralism 
Studies at the Uni-
versity of Toronto. 
She has also lec-

tured at York University in the De-
partment of Languages, Literature 
and Linguistics and in a well-loved 
course at LLIR in 2010 on Japanese 
culture and society. 
With this year’s 
course, Momo has 
continued the in-
sider/outsider theme 
through the lectures 
of James Heron and 
Koko Kikuchi. 
James was born and 
educated in Canada, 
but lived and 
worked in Japan for many years. His 
wife is Japanese and he is the Execu-
tive Director of the Japanese Cana-
dian Cultural Centre, the largest 
Japanese cultural centre outside of 
Japan. Koko was born in Iwate, Ja-

pan, came to the University of To-
ronto for graduate studies, then re-
turned to Japan and married an Eng-
lish Canadian. In 1986 he immi-
grated to Canada. Koko is a business 
consultant and translator and is ac-
tive in the Japanese Canadian com-
munity. 
 

John Percy is the Course Director 
for The Universe: Yours To Dis-

cover. If the name Percy sounds fa-
miliar to LLIR members it is because 
John’s wife, Maire Percy, directed 
the well-received Frontiers in Bio-

medical Research course last winter. 
John is a Professor Emeritus, Astron-
omy and Astrophysics and Science 
Education, University of Toronto. 
He has a B.Sc. in Math and Physics 

and a M.A. 
and Ph.D. 
in Astron-
omy from 
the Univer-
sity of To-
ronto and 
taught at its 
Missis-
sauga cam-
pus for 40 
years, serv-
ing in many 
administra-
tive posi-

tions. Dr. Percy’s research interests 
are in variable stars and stellar evo-
lution and he is the author of numer-
ous research papers and a book, 
“Understanding Variable Stars”. 
Dr. Percy is also very involved in 
science education, especially astron-
omy, at all levels, throughout the 
world. He has served as president of 
six scientific and educational socie-
ties, as Vice-Chair of the Board of 
Trustees of the Ontario Science Cen-
tre and as Honorary President of the 
Science Teachers Association of On-
tario. He is supportive of lifelong 
and later-life learning and notes that 
astronomy is a subject you can con-
tinue to study as a serious, satisfying 
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Course Volunteers 
Once again, thanks to those mem-

bers who volunteered to take atten-

dance, thank the speakers and oper-

ate the audio/visual (AV) equipment.  

hobby. 
His many awards include the Uni-
versity of Toronto President’s 
Teaching Award. Like his wife he 
has been recognized by having an 
asteroid named after him. 
 

Michael Crabb was born in Eng-
land and emigrated to Canada in 
1969 to pursue doctoral studies in 
history at McMaster University. 
While there he began writing about 
the arts for the campus newspaper. 
He has now been writing profession-
ally about the performing arts, with a 

speciality 
in dance, 
for almost 
40 years. 
Over that 
time he 
has con-
tributed to 
a range of 
Canadian 
and inter-
n a t i o n a l 
n e w s p a -
pers and 
p e r i o d i -
cals. He 

has also been active as a lecturer on 
dance both in Canada and the United 
States. 
Parallel to his writing, Michael be-
gan working as a radio broadcaster 
in the late 1970’s, becoming a full-
time CBC Radio producer in 1982. 
During his more than 30 years with 
CBC, he was host from 1993-2000 
of the award-winning Arts Report, 
making it essential listening for arts 
lovers across the country. He has 
written or edited a number of books 
about dance. His most recent is a 
biography of the Royal Winnipeg 
Ballet’s legendary former director, 
Arnold Spohr. 
From 1977-97 Michael reviewed 
dance for The Toronto Star, then was 
dance critic of The National Post 
from 1998 until 2009 when he re-
turned to writing for The Toronto 
Star. Is it any wonder that LLIR is 
delighted to have him as the Course 
Director for The Magic of Dance. 

Stanislav Kirschbaum, the Course 
Director for War: Its Meaning and 

Consequences, was born in Brati-
slava, Slovakia, and immigrated to 
Canada in 1949. He is a graduate of 
the Universities of Ottawa (BScSoc), 
Toronto (MA), and Paris (Doctorat 
de Recherches), as well as the Na-
tional Defence College of Canada. 
He began his academic career at 
Queen’s University and then in 1970 
came to Glendon College where he 
has taught in the Departments of Po-
litical Science and International 
Studies, becoming Chairman of the 
Department of International Studies 
in 2010. 
Stan is a specialist on Central Euro-
pean security and politics focusing 
particularly on Slovakia. He has pub-
lished many scholarly articles in 
English, French, German and Slovak 
and edited a number of books. With 
the publication of his book, “A His-

tory of Slovakia: The Struggle for 

Survival”, he has the distinction of 
being the author of the first history 
of Slovakia in a non-Slovak lan-
guage. More recently he edited 

“ C e n t r a l 

E u r o p e a n 

History and 

the Euro-

pean Un-

ion” which 
e x a m i n e s 
the role of 
C e n t r a l 
E u r o p e a n 
history in 
cont emp o-
rary politics. 
He is the 
recipient of 

many awards including being made a 
Chevalier dans l’Ordre des Palmes 
Académiques de France. In 2002 he 
was elected a Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Canada. 

The Friends of Glendon  
 

Congratulations are in order, as, 
thanks to the generosity of LLIR 
members, a staggering $27,682 was 
raised and donated to the Friends of 
Glendon in 2010/11. In fact, we sur-
passed our goal which was $25,000. 
The donations we give are used for 
emergency loans, book vouchers, 
scholarships and bursaries for stu-
dents with financial needs. Thank 
you notes from the students who 
receive awards or assistance are of-
ten touching. They also give a 
glimpse into the stresses on the 
younger generation. A common 
theme is their financial burden. 
Phrases such as “…money has been 

a persistent concern. With this 

award I will be able to concentrate 

more on school.” and “This award 

will help me a lot. It will help me 

pay my tuition.” indicate how the 
award eases the worry over fi-
nances. 
Another theme is how much stu-
dents appreciate and are encouraged 
by receiving assistance from Friends 
of Glendon. One student expressed 
it this way - “This award has moti-

vated me to try even harder to do 

well, because now I know that there 

are kind, generous people out there 

who care, and are willing to support 

my educational success!” 

Thank you fellow LLIR members 
for making a difference. 

 

Karen Edson Karen Edson Karen Edson Karen Edson     
LLIR Convenor, Friends of Glendon 

Why Dinosaurs Became Extinct! 
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Tempus Fugit 
 

It hardly seems possible 
that six years have gone 
by since I took over the 
job as LLIR’s Audio 
Visual (AV) Coordinator 
from Peter Heinz.  At 
the end of this term, 

which is only another week away, I 
will be passing the Baton, or in this 
case, the Laser Pointer, to Gaylen 
Racine. As some of you will have 
noticed, in preparation for “going 
solo” next term, Gaylen has already 
been following me around to see 
what I do on Friday mornings.  Of 
course, he won’t be entirely on his 
own as I fully intend to be an AV 
Volunteer in future years, if they will 
have me. 
As things stand at the present, the 
AV side of the business is in pretty 
good shape. Not only do we have a 
cadre of experienced AV volunteers 
to call upon but the lecturers them-
selves, in many cases weaned with a 
laptop in their hands, are very famil-
iar with using electronic presentation 

methods. It will be even better if, as 
expected, we move into the two new 
lecture theatres with their modern 
AV equipment. Hopefully, the days 
of taping cables to the floor for the 
35mm Slide Projector have gone the 
way of the Dodo. 
In addition to the AV job, I am still 
responsible for publishing this 
Newsletter and for putting material 
on the LLIR Website. I will be relin-
quishing both tasks when I leave the 
Board next March.  
In looking back at my time on the 
Board and especially with regard to 
AV, I confess it has been a great ex-
perience and one that I will miss. I 
am sure some of you will remember 
when I asked a class to all raise their 
hands after a projector failed one 
day. As the projector came back on-
line, and I explained that “many 
hands make light work”, I was 
soundly booed out of the room. It 
made my day!! 
See you around, 
 

             Robin Barfoot 

Some Einstein Quotes 
 
 

♦ Imagination is more important 
than knowledge 

 

♦ Not everything that counts can be 

counted, and not everything that 
can be counted, counts 

 

♦ We can't solve problems by using 
the same kind of thinking we used 

when we created them 
 

♦ Education is what remains after 
one has forgotten everything he 
learned in school 

 

♦ Two things are infinite: the uni-
verse and human stupidity; and 
I'm not sure about the universe 

The current members of the Board: Gaylen Racine, Joan Briant, Carole 
Langford, Craig Fuller, Rob Metcalf, Scott Rogers, Ann McKibbon, Anne 
Gilbert, Bill Toyne, Pat Brodie, Naomi St. John, Dick Cousland, Robin 
Barfoot, Karen Edson, Bob McElhinney, Margaret McGovern, Gail Car-
son, Dan Damov, Colin Graham.   Missing is Peter Stille. 

 Officers for 2011/2012 
 

President*  Bill Toyne 
 

Vice President*  Madeleine Nevins 
 

Past President*  Margaret McGovern 
 

Secretary*  Bob Jenkins 
 

Chair of Finance* Rob Metcalf 
 

Treasurer  Carole Langford 
 

Registrar*  Ann McKibbon 
 

Associate Registrar Anne Gilbert 
 

Program Director* Joan Briant 
 

Assoc. Program Director Bob McElhinney 
 

Communications  Dick Cousland 
 

*Executive Committee Members 

A typical LLIR meeting in progress. 
This one was for bringing the Course 
Chairs up to speed before the start of 
term. Looks like Naomi has a mo-
nopoly on the cookies!  


