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The President’s Message  

We are finishing up another success-

ful year at LLIR offering five cours-

es which have all been greatly appre-

ciated by the members. 

Once again Peter Russell has amazed 

us with his knowledge and insight 

into Aboriginal history and life in the 

Aboriginal Peoples and Canada 

course. 

The Murder, Manslaughter, or Self 

Defense? course has 

reviewed homicides in 

early Ontario. Professor 

William Wicken has left 

us anxious to hear what 

the next case will be. 

Ian Roberge’s course, 

Making Sense of the 

Global Financial Crisis, 

has helped us to under-

stand how the crisis is 

affecting the global po-

litical and economic or-

der. 

Studies in 20th Century 

Canadian Art has focused on  the 

visual arts in Canada. Katerina At-

anassova has given us a history of 

the development of Canadian Art 

which members find very informa-

tive. 

Marcel Danesi is so loved by his stu-

dents that he could read us a phone 

book and it would still be interesting 

and humorous. His Puzzles course 

has been fascinating as he walks us 

through the creation and solving of 

various types of puzzles and their 

value in keeping the brain active. 

Due to the added seats in the new 

facilities, we have fortunately been 

able to invite 113 new members to 

join us for the winter classes and to 

eliminate our lengthy 

waiting list. A new 

waitlist is now in 

place. 

On February 15th a 

reception was held in 

the cafeteria for the 

new members giving 

them the chance to 

meet members of the 

Board and other new 

LLIR members. We, 

the Board members, 

enjoyed hearing how 

pleased everyone was 

to be accepted into LLIR and how 

much they were enjoying their cours-

es. 

We will be holding our Annual Gen-

eral Meeting on Friday March 22nd at 

11:15 a.m. At that time we will be 

introducing the new Board members 

for next year and presenting our fi-

nancial report to the members. We 

encourage all of the members to at-

tend. 

 Madeleine Nevins 

  
 Your Annual General Meeting 

 

The Annual General Meeting will be on March 22rd, the last day of lectures. It will be held in Room A100 

at 11:15 a.m. As a result, morning classes will start half an hour earlier at 9:30 a.m. Afternoon classes 

will not be affected.  Please plan to attend. This is your chance to ask questions, to find out what is happen-

ing to LLIR and to welcome the newly appointed Board members. 

The Voice of Experience 

Living and Learning in Retirement 

turns 40 this year. Some of our 

members have been attending clas-

ses since the 1980’s and 1990’s so 

we thought it would be interesting to 

note some of their comments about 

the courses. They indicated that 

from the word go, they have enjoyed 

all the wonderful speakers and the 

fact that there are never any tests. 

Several remembered and treasured 

one especially stimulating course. 

This favourite course was different 

for each of them, but it was a high-

light in their LLIR experience. One 

member mentioned being assigned 

to a course she did not expect to like 

and then being captivated by it. 

When asked about changes in LLIR 

over the years they said that the 

quality of the questions in question 

period has improved. It seems as if 

LLIR is getting better, not older!  
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Our 2013 Winter Season Course Directors 

Here is a little information on our 

five Course Directors -  the people 

who are keeping our brains from 

aging. 

You can also read about them on 

our website at www.llir.ca.  

Peter Russell, the Course Director 

for Aboriginal Peoples and Canada, 

is a Professor Emeritus of Political 

Science at the University of Toronto 

where he has taught since 1958. He 

is also the founding Principal of Sen-

ior College. Established in 2009, it is 

the University of Toronto’s college 

for faculty and librarians who contin-

ue to be involved in academic and 

professional activities in retirement. 

Peter refers to it as the youngest col-

lege for the old-

est scholars. 

Peter Russell’s 

work as a politi-

cal scientist has 

focused on con-

stitutional, judi-

cial and Aborig-

inal politics in 

Canada and the 

world. In the 

Aboriginal field he founded the 

Southern Support Group for the 

Dene Nation in 1975, served on the 

Federal Task Force on Comprehen-

sive Land Claims in the 1980’s and 

chaired the Research Committee of 

the Royal Commission on Aborigi-

nal Peoples in the 1990’s. 

He has also published widely includ-

ing the book, “Recognizing Aborigi-

nal Title: The Mabo Case and Indig-

enous Resistance to Settler-State Co-

lonialism”. Not surprisingly he is the 

recipient of many honorary degrees 

and awards such as a Lifetime 

Achievement Award from the Amer-

ican Political Science Association 

last year. 
 

William (Bill) Wicken is an Associ-

ate Professor of History at York Uni-

versity. He teaches Canadian and 

legal history and has taught courses 

with titles such as “Murder and other 

Crimes” and “Murder in the Ar-

chives”. It is 

therefore 

fitting that he 

is the Course 

Director for 

LLIR’s Mur-

der, Man-

slaughter, or 

Self-

Defense?: 

Homicides In Ontario 1800-1995. 

Dr. Wicken is the author of 

“Mi’kmaq treaties on Trial: History, 

Land and Donald Marshall 

Jr.” (2002) and “The Colonization of 

Mi’kmaw Memory and History, 

1794-1928: The King v. Gabriel Syl-

liboy” (2012). At present he is com-

pleting a monograph on the move-

ment off reserve, and the enfran-

chisement, of Six Nations Grand 

River people in the early 20th centu-

ry. 

He has also worked extensively for 

various Aboriginal and government 

organizations and testified in a num-

ber of court cases such as R. v. Don-

ald Marshall Jr. (SCC 1999). 
 

Ian Roberge, the Course Director 

for Making Sense of the Global Fi-

nancial Crisis, is a Glendon alumnus 

who returned as a faculty member 

after receiving his MA in Public Pol-

icy and Administration from Concor-

dia and his PhD in Comparative Pub-

lic Policy 

from 

McMaster.  

He is an 

Associate 

Professor in 

Glendon’s 

Department 

of Political 

Science and 

School of 

Public and 

International Affairs. Since 2010 he 

has been the Chair of the Depart-

ment. 

His research interests include finan-

cial services sector regulation, orga-

nized crime, money laundering and 

terrorism financing policy. He has 

published articles and book chapters 

on these topics and is involved in co-

editing two books. Their titles are 

“Making Multilevel Public Manage-

ment Work: Stories of Success and 

Failure from Europe and North 

America” and “Canadian Public Ad-

ministration in the 21st Century”. Dr. 

Roberge is also a frequent contribu-

tor to Radio-Canada and Radio Ville

-Marie. 
 

Katerina Atanassova is the Course 

Director for Studies in 20th Century 

Canadian Art: Nation and Identity 

1900-1945. Her name may be famil-

iar to many members as she co-

curated the 

wonderful 

exhibition, 

“Painting 

Canada: Tom 

Thomson and 

the Group of 

Seven”, 

which was at 

the McMi-

chael Gallery 

last Fall following its successful Eu-

ropean tour. 

Katerina graduated with a double 

major in history and art from the 

University of St. Kliment Ohridski in 

Sofia, Bulgaria. She came to Canada 

to study medieval art and holds a 

MA from the University of Toron-

to’s Centre for Medieval Studies. At 

present she is a PhD candidate in 

York University’s Graduate Program 

in Art History and Visual Culture. 

In 2009 she was appointed Chief 

Curator of the McMichael Canadian 

Art Collection. From 1999-2009 she 

was Director of Education and Col-

lection Curator at the Varley Art 

Gallery in Markham. In addition to 

her curatorial accomplishments Ka-

terina has written various publica-

tions. They include “F. H. Varley: 

Portraits into the Light” and 

“William Berczy: Man of Enlighten-
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! Volunteers !  

We want to thank all those volun-

teers who help our Course Chairs 

and Course Directors in making 

the lectures as enjoyable as possi-

ble. If you have never volun-

teered for Attendance, AV, or 

Thanking a Speaker, you might 

want to consider it next term. 

You will meet more people and 

feel more involved. 

ment”. 
 

Marcel Danesi, the Course Director 

for Puzzles in Human Life, was born in 

Lucca, Italy. He is a Professor of An-

thropology and Semiotics at the Uni-

versity of Toronto where he has been 

teaching since 1974. For many years 

he was a member of the Department of 

Italian Studies where he taught Ap-

plied Linguistics and Semiotics. In 

1998 he became a Fellow of the Royal 

Society of Canada. 

Dr. Danesi has published in the fields 

of linguistics, applied and cultural se-

miotics, and 

communica-

tion theory. 

He has also 

researched 

and written 

extensively 

on puzzles. 

His books 

include 

“The Puzzle 

Instinct” 

and “The Total Brain Workout: 450 

Puzzles to Sharpen Your Mind, Im-

prove Your Memory, and Keep Your 

Brain Fit”. He writes puzzles for the 

Toronto Star’s “That’s Puzzling” and 

Zoomer magazine as well as teaching 

an undergraduate course on puzzles at 

the University of Toronto’s Victoria 

College. 

He has formed a band with some of 

his students. It’s called The Semio-

tones. If you go on the internet and 

google Semiotones you can have the 

pleasant experience of hearing and 

seeing the band perform. 

 

The Friends of Glendon 
 

 

Who would 

think that the 

phasing out of 

the penny would 

result in five 

Glendon stu-

dents each re-

ceiving a $400 

bursary? Well it 

did. Thanks to Glendon staff, stu-

dents and faculty, and LLIR mem-

bers, over 200,000 pennies have 

been donated to the Friends of Glen-

don Penny Drive. To date LLIR 

members have contributed over 

50,000 pennies which translates into 

$500 and we are still counting. A 

quote from an article in York Uni-

versity’s  yFile sums it up nicely - 

“Pennies may be history, but they 

can build the future.” 

LLIR members continue to build the 

future with their donations to 

Friends of Glendon. Our goal this 

year is $26,000 and we now have 

over $22,000. Perhaps the best way 

to acknowledge this generosity is 

the following note from a student 

who received assistance. “I appreci-

ate Friends of Glendon so much for 

helping me accomplish my goals, 

hopes and dreams in life!” 

Thank you fellow members of 

LLIR, 

 

Karen Edson  
LLIR Convenor, Friends of Glendon 

Welcome 

LLIR’s Newest Members 
 

On February 15 the Board of Direc-

tors hosted a reception for the many 

new members who have joined 

LLIR this year. The gathering gave 

members of the Board a chance to 

meet and chat with people who are 

eager to participate in LLIR. In 

some cases they had been on the 

waiting list for a few years, so it was 

gratifying to learn that they are en-

joying their classes. The wait was 

worth it. Judging by the photos from 

the event everyone, Board members 

and new members, had a good time. 

Vice President Carole Langford with 

Veda Lindsay,  Nancy Howe and   

 Oksana Deacon  

President Madeleine Nevins, Marilyn 

Rudd, John Deans and Alan Rudd.    

In Appreciation 
 

Five Board members will be leaving 

the Board as of March 22. They are 

Joan Briant, Margaret McGovern, 

Ann McKibbon, Scott Rogers and 

Bill Toyne. We thank them for their 

leadership and the important contri-

butions they have made to LLIR’s 

continued success . 

Have you visited www.llir.ca ? 
 

Our website is constantly being up-

dated with useful information. Sug-

gested readings or copies of presen-

tations are added to course outlines, 

as are links to pertinent web pages. 

Information on membership and 

wait lists get posted. There is also a 

member’s page where you can ad-

vertise upcoming events of interest 

to members. Check out further 3rd 

age learning classes. It also broad-

casts any weather closures by 6:30 

AM so check it out on snowy days. 
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Have you ever wondered who those 

people are that work the computer 

controls at the start of the lectures? 

They are the Audio Visual Volun-

teers (AVV’s), setting up Glendon’s 

sophisticated array of AV equipment 

to match the speaker’s needs. They 

project the opening slides, connect 

the microphones, tweak the volume 

and lighting controls, and cue the 

speaker’s presentation. Sometimes 

speakers’ needs are simple with only 

a mic required. Sometimes their 

needs are complex, involving many 

media types. In any case, the AVV’s 

run the transitions as seamlessly as 

possible, allowing the speakers to 

make professional presentations. 

We have AVV’s with a long history 

in the job. For example, Kitty Harris 

first started 13 years ago and is usu-

ally the first AVV in the room. Rob-

in Barfoot is a legend, having done 

this work for 8 years as well as being 

the AV Coordinator on the Board for 

6 years. We also have new people 

coming in with Brian Dunk as our 

latest rookie. He has retired from a 

career in the IT business so knows 

his stuff. The AVVs need to be com-

puter savvy, be fa-

miliar with the in-

ternet and be used 

to operating pro-

grams like Power-

Point.  

They also need to 

be trouble shooters 

and resolve prob-

lems as they occur. 

Lance Gitter figures 

in two stories. One, 

in which all his ca-

pabilities were re-

quired, was in Gilli-

an Helfield’s Cinema class where he 

had to manipulate the VCR, DVD 

player and the computer so that 

when she needed the 

next media file it was 

ready to run. This also 

required the use of the 

volume mute panel and 

switching back and forth 

from the various output 

devices to the projectors. 

Those of you in Mike 

Daley’s class, last term, 

will remember Lance 

standing on a desk to 

adjust one projector and 

then finally settling on a 

borrowed cane to do the job.  

The AVV’s also call on your help 

from time to time. Robin once asked 

a class to all raise their hands after a 

AV VOLUNTEERS: THE UNSUNG HEROES 

Back Row: Barry Boucher, Dave Clemens, Marguerite 

Boucher, Steve Edson,  

Front Row: Kitty Harris, Walter Wells 

Elin Racine, Brian Dunk, Lance Gitter,  

Robin Barfoot, Gaylen Racine 

projector failed one day. As the pro-

jector came back on-line, he ex-

plained that “many hands make light 

work”, and was soundly booed out 

of the room. Sometimes we get over-

ly enthusiastic. According to Walter 

Wells, in the Aboriginal Class, we 

had up to four AV people all of 

whom considered themselves experts 

and only one AV person who consid-

ered himself a novice.  On one occa-

sion it took three of the experts to try 

to turn on the lights properly, not an 

exemplary show of skill for the as-

piring novice. By now, our novice is 

an expert, and we still can’t get that 

lighting right. 

We are always looking for new peo-

ple as others retire so if you are a bit 

of a techie and have fun with com-

puters, sign up and join this im-

portant team. For more details, con-

tact info@llir.ca 

 

 

Newsletter Changes 
 

Karen Edson, Editor, and Robin 

Barfoot, Publisher are retiring from 

their newsletter duties. They have 

been a great team, putting together  

interesting articles in a professional 

looking publication that has done 

LLIR proud. Many thanks to them. 

Members’ input is requested. If you 

have any suggestions for either con-

tent or format, please send them to 

info@llir.ca. 

Some one-liners 
 

●  My memory is like my fishing now. You know, catch and release. 

●  My lights are on, but someone has been playing with the dimmer switch 

●  Make it idiot proof and someone will make a better idiot. 

● J ust think how much deeper the ocean would be if sponges didn't live there. 

●  A pal recently admitted to being addicted to brake fluid. When I quizzed 

him about it he reckoned he could stop any time.  

●  I went to a bookstore and asked the saleswoman, "Where's the self-help 

section?" She said if she told me, it would defeat the purpose. 

●  Regular naps prevent old age, especially if you take them while driving. 

mailto:info@llir.ca
mailto:info@llir.ca

