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Fall Term 2021   

September 17 to November 19, 2021** 

 

 

  

Course Wonderful Things: The Life, Death and Treasures of 
Tutankhamun 

 
Course Director Laura Ranieri Roy BA in English Drama and MA in 

Near & Middle Eastern Civilizations from the 
University of Toronto 

 

In November 1922 – almost 100 years ago – the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb and 

magnificent gold treasures shook the world. This minor king of Egypt died before his 

20th birthday and yet his legacy is one of the most extraordinary in all of ancient history. 

In this special in-depth art and history course, we tell the fascinating story of King Tut 

and learn the astonishing details of his life, death and tomb discovery by Howard Carter 

and Lord Carnarvon. We’ll also explore the most remarkable of his 3000 treasures – 

penetrating the secrets behind these true masterpieces of ancient art – which today are 

being conserved and restored for the new Grand Egyptian Museum. 

Laura Ranieri Roy … Egyptologist, educator, presenter, and writer. Laura is founder and 

director of Ancient Egypt Alive (2013) and its emerging affiliates Ancient Greece Alive 

and Ancient Worlds Alive. Her vision is to educate and inspire history lovers about great 

civilizations through learning events, online resources and travel experiences. Laura 

holds a Master’s degree in Near & Middle Eastern Civilizations from the University of 

Toronto. She has excavated at the ancient Greek site of Apollonia Pontica in Bulgaria, 

and in Egypt at Amarna and South Asasif (Luxor). She creates and leads specialized 

learning tours and has travelled to Egypt at least 12 times. Dramatic beginnings: In 

addition to her academic and education work focused on ancient cultures and 

archeology (her first love), Laura holds a BA in English Drama and is a writer and 

performer who began her career as an actress/TV travel host, notably filming a TV 

documentary on Greece  

 

**Please note: You may view the videos in this course up to December 31, 2021. 

The video lecture will be available on the Friday of each week via an email link. 

 

 

Lecture 1  September 17:  Welcome to Ancient Egypt 

An orientation to the world of Tutankhamun and Ancient Egypt. We will look at the 

geography of Egypt, its seasons, early beginnings of the civilization and its creation 

beliefs. We’ll also explore some of the imagery/symbolism central to the Egyptians art, 

writings and thought as well as meet some of their colourful gods. 
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Lecture 2  September 24: Egypt Before Tutankhamun: Revolution, New religion      

and The Rebel King Akhenaten and Nefertiti’s Kingdom                                                                

We learn about the storied Amarna Period which is one of the most controversial and 

fascinating eras of Egyptian history. We will meet Tut’s infamous father, King Akhenaten 

(the first monotheist?), his beautiful stepmom Nefertiti -- and learn about the unique time 

and place he was born 

 

 

Lecture 3 October 1:  The short legendary life and death of Tut 

Today we will look at the young king, his pastimes, exploits and changing world. What 

did he achieve in his brief life? What monuments can give us clues? How did he handle 

the massive “reformation” after The Amarna period through volatile times? 

 

Lecture 4  October 8:  Valley of the Kings:  The history of Tutankhamun’s 

legendary burial site 

For nearly 500 years (c.1500 to 1000 BCE) The Valley of the Kings was the place 

where the Pharaohs of Egypt hid their tombs. We will enter the valley where you learn 

how this burial ground began, how it evolved and why it ended. Penetrate the 

labyrinthine passageways and decipher some of the secret texts on the walls -- strange 

images and hieroglyphics that remain vividly colourful 3000 years later. We will look at 

the history, the kings, the talented workmen... and religious beliefs behind this fabled 

place - one of the world's greatest ancient sites.  

 

Lecture 5  October 15:  Carter Before Tutankhamun 

This week we will learn about Howard Carter and his life as a young artist and 

archaeologist.   We then trace events leading up to his great discovery and learn about 

why the tomb was overlooked for so long. We’ll bring alive exciting tales about turn of 

the 20th century excavations on sites across Egypt including the fabled Valley of the 

Kings!  

 

Lecture 6  October 22:  Things Wonderful Things: The great Tut Tomb 

discovery by Howard Carter & Carnarvon – Part One, The Discovery 

We will relive that fateful day when Carter discovered the first step - and realized he 

was at the doorway to Tut’s tomb. We will also begin entering the tomb alongside Carter 

and Carnarvon and explore the wonderful things they discovered. This class will cover 

the moments before, during and in days after the discovery and begin to explore the 

antechamber and annex.  
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Lecture 7  October 29:  Things Wonderful Things: The great Tut Tomb 

discovery by Howard Carter & Carnarvon – Part Two, The Exploration 
We will explore the amazing treasures of Tut. We will delve into the priceless objects 

and masterpieces, like the thrones, chariots, statues, jewelry and even clothing!  We 

shall learn how these treasures were made, the rare materials used – and whom they 

present: a window into the lives and beliefs of the Ancient Egyptians.       

      

                                                                                            

Lecture 8 November 5:  Unwrapping the Mysteries of Egyptian Mummification 

This week we take a break from exploring Tut’s tomb to learn about the mortuary 

practices of the Ancient Egyptians.  Why did they mummify their dead? How did they do 

this? Was it just royals or were common people mummified too? What were ancient 

Egyptian funerals like? We will address all these questions and look at the 

mummification and funereal practices at the time of Tutankhamun’s death. 
 

 

Lecture 9  November 12:   The Burial Chamber Revealed 

In this class we will finally enter Tut’s burial chamber with Howard Carter to reveal its 

secrets. We begin with a look at the strange events around Carnarvon’s death and the 

curse of Tut. One by one, we will explore the great shrines and then the three coffins to 

finally reveal Tut’s mummy and stunning gold and lapis mask. 

 

Lecture 10 November 19:  What Killed Tut? -- and Tutmania  

In our final class we will look at some of the mysteries behind the tomb and mummy. 

Were these objects really Tut’s? Was this tomb intended for him? How did he really die 

– and why is his mummy in such a terrible state of preservation? We will also take a 

look at the beautiful reliefs in his burial chamber.  From there we will look at the 

phenomenon of Tutmania that erupted after the discovery. How did the world begin to 

celebrate King Tut – and why such a fervor in the 1920s? 

                    Tutankhamun’s Lasting Legacy, Object Restoration – and the Grand 

Egyptian Museum                                                                                                                                      

Later this year the world will witness the opening of the greatest archaeological museum 

in the world: new home to the treasures of Tutankhamun. In this final class, we will also 

look at how Tut’s treasures have been rediscovered, restored and will resurface in this 

amazing collection at the foot of the pyramids. 

 

 


